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MEMORANDUH FOR 3 Deputy Director (Research) 
SUBJECT + Initial Evaluation of ARGON Mission 903A 


i. A mission was laumohed the 15th of May at 1930 and 
successfully orbited for four days with an sir recovery. 


2. A problem became evident with the internal camera 
pressure from telemetry data early in the mission. The AEGON 
systex, unlike CORONA, is a pressurised envelope during orbit. 
The purpose of this pressure is to permit the wse of a vacuum 
platen to keep the film abeclutely flat during exposure. The 





« In attempting to process the material en od 
GUD nernor ound 
t the stellar images on all passes exnept those on the dark 
side were greatly overexposed. Thds phenomena was not expected 
and the stellar had been purposely set at a 2 seeond 
tine based on considerable study of the anticipated exposure 


daylight hours, is dark. This is evidently not the case. The 
angle of the sum was never closer then 90° to the stellar lens 
and since it is recessed into the natural fairing, it provides 
its own sun shade. Development Branch, DPD, 1s proposing to 
allocate two of the four horison cameras in an early CORONA/ 
‘URAL mission to the role of stellar Photography studies, 
Through a simple mirror arrangement, it is believed that we 
could redirect the horison camera into a stellar mode to gain 
useful data for future stellar Camera settings not only for 
ASOCK but for the indexing stellar camera for both HURAL and 
LANYATD. 
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tions of the ARGON 
a that ACIC and can utilise this 


material for some basie exploitations t posl tioning 
through brute force techniques rather than stellar positioning. 


56 Through about the first 42 pasees, the average reselutions 
over the area of interest on the terrain was about 

20 lfm. Major roads, shorelines, ani drainage patterns are well 
defined but are generally grainy. 


6. Actions being taken: 


Ae DB/DPD is ecordinating the requireuent to use two horison 
optics on an early COROHA/MIRAL mission for stellar exposure 
studies with NPIC, Two sets of optics would be left for the 
primary mission tip and tilt determination. 








F De It has not been definitely determined that the probles 
one of exposure, film types optics orientation or 9 com 

bination of the factors, but Development Branch, DMD, is 

several meetings with theese ecnesmed as secn as additional date 


ies available. It 1s posaible to reorient the port or starboard 








